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extraction, and properly a M'Leod, being descended of some of the M'Leods who went with Sir Normand of Bernera to the battle of Worcester; and after the defeat of the royalists, fled to Ireland, and, to conceal themselves, took a differ-j '                             ent name. He told rne, there was a great number of them
; |                                 about Londonderry ; some of good property.    I said, they
.' j                                 should now resume their real name.    The Laird of M'Leod
! |                                 should go over, 'and assemble them, and make them all drink
i I ,                               the large horn   full1, and  from that time they should be
: ^                               M'Leods.     The  captain  informed  us, he had   named his
..   .                               ship the Bonnetta, out of gratitude to Providence ; for once,
' I                                when he was sailing to America with a good number of
: ( '..                             passengers, the ship in which he then sailed was becalmed
i i                                 for five weeks, and during all that time, numbers of the
J ,                               fish Bonnetta s\vam close to her, and were caught for food;
' /                                he resolved therefore, that   the  ship he should  next get,
• «!,.                              should be called the Bonnetta.
//                               M'Quarrie told us a strong- instance of the second sight.
'•                              He had gone to Edinburgh, and taken a man-servant along
with him.    An old woman, who was in the house, said one
l;                             day, 'M'Quarrie will be at home to-morrow, and will bring
two gentlemen with him ;' and she said, she saw his servant
return in red and green.    He did come home next day.    He
i                              had two gentlemen with him ; and his servant had a new
I                              red and green livery, which M'Quarrie had bought for him
>.'                            at Edinburgh, upon a sudden thought, not having the least
' '                            intention when he left home to put his servant in livery;
so that the olcl woman could not have heard any previous
mention of it.    This, he assured us, was a true story.
«,                                M'Quarrie insisted  that  the  Mercheta Mulicrum, men-
tioned in  our old  charters, clid really mean the privilege which a lord of the manor, or a baron, had, to have the first night of all his vassals' wives.    Dr. Johnson said, the belief :                             of such a custom having existed was also held in England,
where there is a tenure called Borough English, by which
• '                             the eldest child does not inherit, from a doubt of his being
1 See ante, p. 241.
thertunate man, Turner, be it upon accident or despight, gave
